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By Fraser Sherman Updated September 16, 2021 Unlike some careers, you won't get a promotion to police sergeant just by stellar work at a lower rank. You have to meet the requirements for a sergeant's position, and then you must pass the police sergeant exam. The form varies among states. You may have to answer police sergeant written test
questions, oral questions or a combination of the two. Start studying the test material well in advance. On test day, answer the easy questions first, leaving the toughest ones until the end. Don't waste time searching for answers you don't have. There's no point in taking the police sergeant exam until you've met the other requirements for rising in the
ranks. The Chicago Police Department, for example, requires that you have two years of full-time experience as a cop before you can take the exam and five years before the actual promotion. You also need 60 semester hours of college credit. The test includes a written multiple-choice exam and an oral assessment based on "what would you do"
scenarios. New Jersey offers another two-part test. One part involves multiple-choice police sergeant written test questions, followed by a video section. For example, you watch a video of two quarreling officers who want the same week off. You're given a multiple choice answer: Deny both requests. Find a way to approve both requests. Talk to your
supervisor. Study department policy before you decide. "Study department policy" is the correct answer. A variation on multiple-choice police sergeant questions and answers is to note by each answer whether it's a necessary or unnecessary element for you to resolve the issue. For the vacation question, the only necessary answer is to study
department policy before making your decision. Written multiple-choice questions follow the same format. For example, a question says one of your officers is bitten by an arrestee who turns out to have hepatitis B and asks, "Does this disease cause lesions; a weakened immune system; bacterial infection of the brain; or infection of the liver?" The
police department will identify the topics you should study in the police civil service exam study guide, so you won't be blindsided by subjects you never expected. Your study materials should include sample police sergeant questions and answers so that you have some idea of what lies ahead. Keep in mind that, unlike many multiple-choice exams, you
need good judgment as well as knowledge. A question might propose a hypothetical: "During a truck safety inspection, a police officer suspects there's a hidden compartment with contraband inside. Does the officer need a safety warrant?" Yes, because it's not part of the safety inspection. No. Searching the compartment is within the scope of a safety
inspection. Yes. The officer should detain the truck and then apply for a warrant. No, because this would be an exception to the search warrant requirements. You need to understand the underlying legal principles to answer this kind of police sergeant written test question correctly. Your police civil service exam study guide will identify the sections
from legal and police procedure reference books for you to review. Organized study is essential, including a realistic plan for scheduling study time around your job and family obligations. Along with mastering as much specific knowledge as possible, you should apply classic test-answering strategies when test day comes around. Answer the easy
questions first and skip over any you can't answer. You have a finite amount of time to take the test, so don't waste it. Try to answer multiple-choice questions in your head before looking at the choices. For the oral exam, ask the examiner to repeat anything you didn't understand. Strategies like this can make a difference. Cramming for an exam is a
time-honored practice. It's stressful, sure, but it's also a technique you've come to rely on working. Except that research shows it doesn't. Surveys and studies have shown us some interesting things. Almost all (99%) students admit to cramming for exams. Yet even when shown evidence that spaced learning works better for them, a majority of
students still felt that they learned better by cramming. The reason for this gap between what feels like it's working and what's actually working lies in familiarity. The BBC explains:After six hours of looking at study material (and three cups of coffee and five chocolate bars) it's easy to think we have it committed to memory. Every page, every
important fact, evokes a comforting feeling of familiarity. The cramming has left a lingering glow of activity in our sensory and memory systems, a glow that allows our brain to swiftly tag our study notes as "something that I've seen before". But being able to recognise something isn't the same as being able to recall it. When assessing our own
readiness for testing, we tend to rely on how familiar we feel with the subject. But familiarity with information is a bad predictor for being able to recall that information. A much better method is to reorganize that information in a way that supports long-term memorization and to spread out your studying using a model called spaced repitition. It can
be difficult memorizing so many passwords and phone numbers, but a recent experiment...Read moreG/O Media may get a commissionMemory: Why Cramming for Tests Often Fails | BBC FuturePhoto by Leo Hidalgo. Like it or not, if you're applying to grad school the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) is on your to-do list. What is the GRE? The GRE is a
standardized exam that permits admissions committees to compare applicants on the same scale. The GRE measures a variety of skills that are thought to predict success in graduate school across a wide variety of disciplines. Actually, there are several GRE tests. Most often when an applicant, professor, or admissions director mentions the GRE, he
or she is referring to the GRE General Test, which is thought to measure general aptitude. The GRE Subject Test, on the other hand, examines applicants' knowledge of a specific field, such as Psychology or Biology. You will most definitely be required to take the GRE General Test; however, not all graduate programs require you to take the
corresponding GRE Subject Test. The GRE General Test measures the skills that you've acquired over the high school and college years. It is an aptitude test because it is meant to measure your potential to succeed in graduate school. While the GRE is only one of several criteria that graduate schools use to evaluate your application, it is one of the
most important. This is particularly true if your college GPA is not as high as you'd like. Exceptional GRE scores can open up new opportunities for grad school. The GRE General Test contains sections that measure verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing skills. The Verbal section tests your ability to understand and analyze written material
through the use of sentence completion and reading comprehension questions. The Quantitative section tests basic math skills and emphasizes data interpretation as well as your ability to understand and apply quantitative skills to solve problems. Types of questions include quantitative comparisons, problem-solving, and data interpretation. The
Analytical Writing section tests your ability to articulate complex ideas clearly and effectively, examine claims and accompanying evidence, support ideas with relevant reasons and examples, sustain a well-focused, coherent discussion, and control the elements of standard written English. It consists of two written essays: "Analyze an Issue Task" and
"Analyze an Argument Task. How is the GRE scored? The verbal and quantitative subtests yield scores ranging from 130-170, in 1 point increments. Most graduate schools consider the verbal and quantitative sections to be particularly important in making decisions about applicants. The analytical writing section yields a score ranging from 0-6, in
half-point increments. The GRE General Test will take 3 hours and 45 minutes to complete, plus time for breaks and reading instructions. There are six sections to the GRE One Analytical Writing section with two 30 minute tasks. This section is always the first a test-taker receivesTwo Verbal Reasoning sections (30 minutes each)Two Quantitative
Reasoning sections (35 minutes each)One unscored section, typically a Verbal Reasoning or Quantitative Reasoning section, that may appear at any point in the computer-based GRE revised General TestAn identified research section that is not scored may also be included in the computer-based GRE revised General Test The GRE General is
administered by computer year-round. Register to take the GRE at a test center near you. The fee for the GRE is $160 in the US and US Territories, $90 in all other locations. On Test Day arrive 30 minutes early to complete any paperwork. If you arrive late, you may not be admitted and will not be refunded. Bring identification to the test center.
Unofficial scores appear on the computer screen following your test. Official scores are mailed to you and the institutions you choose 10 days to two weeks afterward. Plan to take the GRE well in advance of application due dates. Try to take it the spring or summer before you apply to grad school. You can always retake the GRE, but remember that
you're allowed to take it only once per calendar month. Prepare well ahead. Consider a GRE prep class.
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